rNMOBAJIbHAYA 3TUYECKAA TPUJIEMMA

AH OTTO AHOEpPCCOH

OtaeneHve akoHOMUKK, YHnBepcutetT A6o Akaaemu, PuHASHANS

Jkonormnyeckas 9KOHOMMKa BO3HMKIA B CBA3M C
Heo6X0AMMOCTbIO MPOTUBOCTOSATL BbI3OBAaM, C KO-
TOPbIMW YEJIOBEYECTBY eLLe He NPUXO4MII0Ch CTall-
knBatbcs. CerogHs Mbl BCE XMBEM B r106asbHOW
9KOHOMUKE U pas3gensem ee cyabby. B To Bpems
Kak Mbl NPoM3BoauM 6nara B paHee HEMbICIINMBbIX
MacwTabax, HaMm Takxe MNPUXOAUTCS MPU3HaThb,
YTO Yrpo3bl XWU3HEHHO BaXHbIM 3KOJIOMMYECKUM
cucteMaM HapacTalT HeBUOAHHLIMY TeMnamu.
[MpoTnBopeyne mexny 3KOHOMWYECKOM N 3KOJIO0-
rMYEeCcKOW CUCTEMaMM CTano OOLLENPUIHAHHBIM
$daKkTOM He TOJIbkO Ha MECTHOM, HO 1 Ha rnobanb-
HOM ypoBHe. MoTpebHOCTb B Noaxone, KOTopbii
cMor Obl HANPSMYIO Pa3peLlnTb 3Ty AUSIEMMY, CTa-
nla 04EeBNOHOMN.

Maas Ha akonornyeckue npobnemsl ¢ rnobanb-
HOW TOYKW 3pEHUNsT, HEBO3MOXHO abcTparnposatb-
CS OT Pa3uUTENIbHOIrO HepaBeHCTBA MeXAy Hapoaa-
Mn. OpHu 3apabaTtbiBaloT M NOTPEONSAT Kyaa
OonbLUe, 4eM Apyrve, U NO3TOMYy BOMNPOC O TOM,
Kak ObITb C 9KOSIOMMYECKUMU BbI3OBaMU, CBA3aH C
BOMPOCOM O TOM, KaK JoCTu4b Bonee cnpasenin-
BOIr0o pacnpeneneHns 3KOHOMNYECKUX BO3MOXHO-
CTen. OKOMOrnyeckorm 9SKOHOMMKE MPULLNIOCH
BKJIIOYUTb B KPYTr CBOMX MHTEPECOB riobanbHoe pa-
BEHCTBO — 3ajaya, noBbicuBLUAS TpeboBaHus K
3TOW ANCUMIIIVIHE, KaK C HaYyYHOW, TaK U C NOJINTU-
YeCKOW TOYKU 3PEHNS.

HeobxoanMmMocTb BBECTU MOHATUE CnpaBensn-
BOCTM B @Ha/IN3 OTHOLLEHNIM MeXAY 3KOHOMUKOW 1
3KOM0rnei ctana o4eBmaHa BCkope noce nyénm-
kauum obecneyumBLLErO NPOPLIB Aoknaga lpese-
bl pocTa (Limits to Growth) B 1972 r. CyTb aTOI
nyénukaumm Pumckoro kiyba coctosina B TOM, HTO
€C/1 NPOAOJIXNTCS POCT HaceneHns n notpebne-
HUS TemMun xe Temnamm, 1o B XXI B. 4enoBe4yeCcTBOo
OXMOAIOT CePbe3Hble 3KOJIOMTMYEeCKMe KaTacTpo-
&bl CyLiecTByloT GuU3nyeckne npenensl ons poc-
Ta, N eOMHCTBEHHbIN cnocob n3bexartb kaTacTpo-
¢bl B OyayLiemM — CHU3UTb POCT HacesleHns 1 cTa-
OVAM3npoBaTh MPOMBbILLIEHHOE MNPOM3BOACTRO.
OTO O3HA4YaeT He TOJbKO NpekpaLleHme pocTa Ha-
ceneHns Ha 6egHom KOre, HO 1 cokpalleHme Npo-
MbILLIEHHOTO POCTA MO BCEMY MUPY.

pynna nccneposatenenn U3 JlatmHckon Ame-
pVKM Hanmcana CBOM OTHYET B NPOTUBOBEC: «Kara-
cTpoga m HoBoe o06LuecTBo. JlaTmHoaMmepyikaH-
ckas wmogenb mupa» (Catastrophe and New
Society. A Latin American World Model, 1976), roe
YTBEPXOAETCS, 4TO OOMbLUAs YacTb MUpPaA YXe XU-
BET B COCTOSHUWN BEAHOCTU, U ANS 9TOW YacTn Kpn-
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3uc yxe HacTynui. [MoaToMy 3KOHOMUYECKUI POCT
Ha lOre Hy>HO yckopuTb. Henb3a nopnepxmeatb
HepaBeHCTBO B MUpe, nbiTasicb n3bexatb 6yay-
Len katacTpodbl, KOTOpasd NPUHECET KPU3UC U Ha
Cesep.

JNlatnHoamepurkaHckast Mogenb Mupa, UMeHye-
Mas Takxe mogenbio bapunodye, ykasbiBaeT Ha
rnobanbHylo 3TU4eckylo Tpunemmy. CyliecTByioT
TPW LN, NOA KOTOPbIMU Nognucanock 6bl 60/b-
LUNHCTBO Nitoaeit 3emMHoro wapa, — 61arococTosi-
HWe, cnpaBefsiMBOCTb U yCcTOMYMBOCTb. OpHako
06beaVHUTL 3TU TPU LEeNn Ha rmobanbHOM ypOB-
He — 3ajaya TpyaHoBbINOAHUMas. O6cyamm rno-
OanbHy 3TUYECKYIO TPUIEMMY, ONMPAsiCb Ha cne-
OYIOLLYIO AnarpamMmy.

FMOBAJIbHASAA STUHECKAA TPUJIEMMA
Bbibepu oga — 3abyab Npo TpeTbe

MaccoBoe noTpe6neHue
BnarococTtosiHue

MwupoBasi Oko-

couman- 3hPEKTUBHBIN

OeMoKpaTus Kanutanmam

o6anbHasg Akonorn-

. N yeckas

cnpaeen, KpacHo-3eneHbili o

MBOCTB nnaHeTapuam yerouam-
P BOCTb

Ymbl TPeyronbHUKa COOTBETCTBYIOT TPEM CO-
CTaBJIFIOLWMM, HaCTO BKJIIOYAEMbIM B ONpeaeneHns
YCTOM4YMBOIO Pa3BUTUSA: 3KOJIOMMYECKOe, 3KOHO-
MUYECKOE 1 coumanbHoe namepeHus. CnoxHoOCTb
B LOCTVXXEHMW BCEX TPEX LiEeJIEN HA MMPOBOM YPOB-
He — HACTOALLMM BbI3OB AJI1F TEX, KTO NnoJjiaraeT yc-
TOMYMBOE pPa3BUTUE [TIAaBHOW MOJINTUYECKOW Le-
JIblO HaLlero BpemMeHu. VIMeHHO 3TOT BbI3OB U Oe-
NlaeT 3KOJIOrMYEeCcKyt0 3KOHOMUKY CTOJb YBilEKa-
TENbHON.

BJIATOCOCTOAHNE

BepHemcs Ha BpeMs B «30/10TOM Bek» 1950-x 1
1960-x rr. HacTpoeHnsa TOro BpeMeHn OCHOBbIBA-
NNCb Ha BEPE B 9KOHOMMUYECKMI POCT 1 MACCOBOE
notpebneHve. bonblion ycnex mmena pabdoTa



aMepUKaHCKOro 3KOHOMWCTa U MONAUTUYECKOro
TeopeTtumka Yonta YutmeHa Poctoy «Ctagum ako-
HOMMYECKOro pocTa: HEKOMMYHUCTUYECKNIA Ma-
HudecT» (The Stages of Economic Growth: A non-
communist manifesto, 1960), koTtopasa cTana
KNTaCCUKOWM HECKONbKMX HanpaBfieHU coumab-
HbIX HayK.

CornacHo ctagminHon Teopun PocTtoy, obLecT-
BO MaCCOBOIro NoTpebneHns aBnsieTcsl OKoHYaTe b-
HOW Lenblo Pa3BUTUS YenoBeyecTBa. HYepes «capur
K camoobecrneymBaloLLeMy POCTy» nobas cTpaHa
MOXET 3arnyCTUTb NPOLLECC 3KOHOMUYECKOro pPocC-
Ta, KOTOPbIN NPUBEOET ee K KOHEYHOW Lienn — ooLLe-
CTBY pa3BUTOro MaccoBoOro notpebnenHunst. PasHole
CTpaHbl MOIYT CTaTb TakUMW Xe MPOLBETAIOLLMMMU,
[0eMOoKpaTUYECKMMU U CKYYHbIMU, KaKUMW yXKe CcTa-
nn CLUA. Korpa Poctoy nucan csoto kHury, CLLA
OblIM €OMHCTBEHHOW CTPAaHOW, AOCTUrLLIEN MATOMN
cTagun — «3pbl BbICOKOrO MacCOBOro rnotpebne-
Hus». 3anagHasa EBpona n 9noHus yxe nogxogunm
K aTon ctaamn, a Cosetckuii Coto3, no cnosam Poc-
TOy, Obln B Hee 6e30TBETHO B/OGSEH. BOT kak OH
onuncbiBan 06LECTBO Pa3BUTOrO MacCOBOrO Mo-
TpebneHuns: «JocTmxkeHne COCTosHUS Gnaronony-
4ynsa — 3TO OAHO U3 NPOSABIEHWNI ABUXEHMUS 0OLLIECT-
Ba 3a npenesibl TEXHUYECKOoM 3penocT; HO UMEHHO
Ha 3ToW cTaamm Bce 60oblUe PecypcoB Hanpas/is-
€TCS Ha NPOM3BOACTBO TOBAPOB NOTPEbIeHNs N Ha
pacnpocTpaHeHne yciyr B MacCoBOM MacluTabe...
McTopuyecku... pellalowmmMm  31eMeHToM  Oblio
MacCcoBO€e MNPOU3BOACTBO AELLEBbIX aBTOMOOUNEN
1 ero peBOJIIOLIMOHHOE BNNSIHME — KaK coUuarnbHOe,
TaK 1 3KOHOMUWYECKOE — Ha XM3Hb U OXUOaHUS 00-
wectBa» (Rostow, 1960, p. 11).

CornacHo PocToy, Bce cTpaHbl MOryT OOCTUYb
cTagun pasBUTOroO MacCoOBOro MNoTpebrieHus.
OHun, kak camosieTbl, MOryT B3/1IeTETb K camoobec-
neymBaroLLEMY POCTY. ATO MOXHO CAenaTb Yyepes
MMMOPT MAEN N KanuTana 1 yjyactne B MexayHa-
poOHOM pasaeneHun Tpyna. boratele cTpaHbl SB-
NANUCb €CTECTBEHHbIMU COK3HMKaAMK, a He npe-
NATCTBUAMU B YCUNUSX OedHblX CTpaH No pas3Bu-
TUIO.

Mpu 3TOM, 4YTO BrOJIHE OObLIYHO AJst TOro Bpe-
MeHu, PocToy He paccmaTtpuBan npobnemsbl, CBS-
3aHHbIE C OKPY>XKalOLLLEN cpeaon unu ¢ npegenamm
pocTa. [na Hero aKcropT Cbipbsl Obl1 €CTECTBEH-
HOM OTNPaBHOW TOYKOM A5 NONYyY4EHUS CPEOCTB Ha
pa3suTue.

Jyx TOro BpeMeHu, KOTOpoe No3xe Has3blBann
«30J10TbIM BEKOM>», «DPOPAN3MOM>» U «3POIN HEDTH,
MaLUVH 1 MacCOBOIro NoTpebneHns», Obls B 3HAYN-
TenbHOW cTeneHn ytpadeH B 1970-e rr., HO «ame-
PUKaHCKNIA 06pa3s XM13HW» Mo-NpexHeMy octaeTcs
>XXeNaHHOW Lenblo Ans MHOrMX B Mupe. Yepes rno-
Oanusaumio U TEeXHONOrM4Yeckuii Nporpecc Bce
CTpaHbl MbITAOTCSA MNOBLICUTbL CBOE 061AarococTos -
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HUe. DKOHOMUNYECKMIA POCT BCE ELLE ABASIETCH Me-
pnnom ycrnexa Ha MMpPOBOM YPOBHE.

CMPABEOJIMBOCTb

Mownckn cnpaBemsIMBOCTM — COCTaBsioLLas
BCEX 3TUYECKNX AOKTPUH. M BCe Xe OfHN OOKTpU-
Hbl pacnpoCcTpaHeHbl Oosblue, APYrve MeHblue.
CerogHsi, BO3MOXHO BrepBble B UICTOpUK, 3ab0Ta
0 CnpaBeaSINBOCTU pacnpocTpaHuiach Ha Bce Ye-
JIOBEYECTBO, a He TOJIbKO Ha Noaen Kakon-To of-
HOM HaUMOHaNIbHOCTU 1NN penurnn. dexknapauus
0 npaBax yenoseka, npuHaTas OOH B 1948 r., 3Ha-
MEHYeT NPOopPbIB B NOUCKax rnodanbHOM cnpaBe-
nmBocTu: obecnedyeHne 3aOeKapupPoOBaHHbIX
npae 018 BCEX CBOMX rpakaaH cumMTaeTcst 06a3aH-
HOCTbIO Kaxaoro m3d rocygapcts-4neHos OOH.
MexayHapoaHoe coobLLLECTBO, Yepe3 MHOXECTBO
MeXAyHapoaHbIX OpraHM3aLmnii, NOCTENEHHO Npu-
HAM0 Ha cebs posib 3aWMTHUKA BCEOOLLMX NpaB
yenoBeka W crnpaBensIMBOCTU Ha rnobdasbHOM
YPOBHE.

OaomH n3 cnocoboB gaTb onpeaeneHne cnpa-
BEOJ/IMBOCTU — UCMNONb30BaTh MOHATME BO3MOXHO-
CTK ObITb TEM WU AENATb TO, YTO ANS Tebs LEHHO,
M yBSI3aTb 3TO MOHATME C OOCTATOYHOCTbIO, YHU-
BEpPCasIbHOCTbIO M YCTONYMBOCTbIO.

Pexnm MoxeT cumTaTbCs cnpaBedsivBbIM Ha-
CTOJIbKO, HACKOJIbKO OH CNOCOOCTBYET rapMoHm3a-
UMM BO3MOXHOCTEN OOCTMXEHUS (DYHKLMOHNPO-
BaHWS1 HA A0OCTAaTOYHOM, BCeOOLLE AOCTUXUMOM U
ycTon4meom ypoBHe (DeMartino, p. 144).

MmobGanbHas cnpaBed/IMBOCTb O3HA4YaeT, 4YTO
XEenaeMoro ypoBHSI MOXHO [OOCTUYb BE3AE W YTO
€ro MOXHO COXpaHsATb. Takum 06pa3om, oHa ume-
€T Kak MexxayHapoaHOoe, Tak 1 MeXMNOoKOoJIeH4Yeckoe
N3MepeHMe.

CnocoBHOCTbL NoAen NpOXuTb  AOCTOVHYIO
XM3Hb 3aBUCUT OT 06LLECTBA B LIESIOM — yypexae-
HWI, KYNbTYPbl U YBaXEHUS K ApyruM. MOoXHO cka-
3aTb, YTO Jaxe cenyac Halwun UHAMBUAYyaSIbHble
BO3MOXHOCTU POpPMMPYIOTCS rnodasbHOM cucTte-
MOV — 3KOHOMWYECKMW, KYJTIbTYPHO N 3KOJIOTNYECKN.
B rny6oko HecrnpaBeasIMBOM MUpe MOryT CYLLECT-
BOBaTb CrpaBea/inBble 0OLLECTRA.

lMockonbky Mbl XXMBEM B MUpe, Tae 3a AeHbIU
MOXHO KyMuTb MNpPakTU4eCKN BCE W rOe yrogHo,
pacrnpeneneHne [O0X000B SBNASETCA OAHUM U3
BaXXKHEMNLLUNX MHOMKATOPOB TOr0, HACKOJ/bLKO crpa-
BEAJIMBLIM MW HECNpaBe4IMBbIM CTan Mup. 3a
nocnegHue 200 net pasHuua B Joxogax Mexay
KOHTUHEHTaMM Bbipocna [0 BO3MYTUTESbHbIX
mMaclwitabos. B Hauyane XIX B. oxoabl Ha AoyLly Ha-
ceneHns B 3anagHoi EBpone Gbiin Bhille, YEM B
Adpuke, BTpoe. B HacTosLLEee BpeMs pa3pbiB Me-
xay CesepHoin AMepukor n AQppuKon BbIPOC 40
cooTHoweHus 20 k 1 (Maddison, 2001).



SKOIOrMYECKAA YCTONYMBOCTb

TepMUH yCTOMYMBOCTbL B3SIT U3 3KONOrUW, rae
OH onpenensieTcsl kak crnocoOHOCTb BKOCUCTEMBI
NoaaepXnBaTh 9KOMOrMYECKNe NpoLLeCcChl, GyHK-
umn, GruopasHoobpasne 1 NPoAYKTUBHOCTb B Oy-
aywem. [1na ycTonymBoCTM HEobXxoaumo, 4ToObl
NPUPOOHbLIE PECYPCHI UCNONB30BANNCH NWLLIL TEMMU
Temnamm, KOTOPbIMU OHW BO30OHOBNSIOTCH ecTe-
CTBEHHbIM nyTeM. Ceilvyac 04eBUAHO, HYTO YenoBe-
4YeCTBO XMBET HEeYCTO4YMBO, NoTpebnas orpaHu-
YeHHble MPUPOAOHbIE pecypcbl 3emnu ObIcTpee,
4yeM NpMpoaa MOXET UX BOCCTaHOBUTb. Cnenosa-
TeJIbHO, YCTONYMBOCTb — 3TO NPU3bIB K AENCTBMIO,
K 0ObEOMHEHWNIO YCUNWIA Noaen Ans yaepxxaHus
MCMNONb30BaHUSA MPUPOAHbLIX PECYPCOB B npene-
nax, obecneymBaemMbIx MiaHeTown.

CyuiecTByeT MHOXECTBO OMNMpeneneHnin n cno-
COB0B N3MepPEeHUs yCTOMHMBOCTU, HO Liefb AOCTU-
XEHUs1 YCTOMYMBOCTU B LIENOM MpeBpaTunach B
6a30BYyI0 LIEHHOCTb, CPaBHMMYIO CO CBOOOAOM UK
CnpaBeasINBOCTbIO.

BbIBEPU BA — 3ABY[b MNPO TPETbE

OTnyeckasa TpuneMma BO3HUKAET N3-3a CIOX-
HOCTU AOCTUMXXEHUSI BCEX TPEX LEenen ogHoBpe-
MeHHO. loCTaTO4HO NPOCTO BblﬁpaTb OOVH N3 yr-
NNOB 1 MOHATb, YTO HYXHO, 4YTOObI AOCTUYb AAHHOWN
KOHKPETHOM uenn. MoXHO NpoYeCcTb KHUMN O TOM,
KaK pasBuBaTb 9KOHOMMWYECKUI POCT, COKPaTUTb
HEPABEHCTBO WIN n3bexartb pa3pywieHna OKpy-

XaroLlen cpeabl, HO ropa3ao TpyaHee HalTy pabo-
Tbl, rOe OOHOBPEMEHHO paccMaTpuBaloTCa Bce
TPpW U xoTs Obl ABE N3 3TUX LEnen.

Te oT4yeTbl M KHUTK, FOe paccMaTpuBatoTCs OBe
13 npobaem, 4acTo JMLb BCKOJb3b YNOMUHAIOT
TpeTblo. «[MobanbHble coupan-aeMokpaThbl» NbiTa-
IOTCS HAWTKU CNocoObl OOCTUXEHUSI «CnpaBeasv-
BOW rnobanusaummn», Npyu KOTOPOW noagepxmnsa-
€TCs 3KOHOMWYECKWNIA POCT, HO TakuMm 0Opasom,
4yTOObI BeaHble CTpaHbl MO «pacTu» ObiCTpee,
yem OoraTble. [MOOOPHUKN «3KO-3PPHEKTUBHOIO
KanuTanmama» XoTaT co3aaTb npaBa COOCTBEHHO-
CTU U PbIHKM 011 MaKCUMaJibHO BO3MOXHOIO YMC-
N1a 9KOJIOrMYECKUX YCyr — Ha3Ha4YnTb LIEHY OKPY-
XaloLen cpefe; HO Kak npu 9ToM Te, KTO yxe 6e-
neH, 6yneT nnatuTtb ewe 6onblie 3a «NpPeaMeThbl
nepBon HEOOXOAMMOCTU» — MULLY, BOAY, TPaHC-
nopt? «KpacHo-3eneHoe» TedyeHne, KOTOpoe A0-
6nBaeTCcst OAHOBPEMEHHO CNpPaBenIMBOCTU U 3KO-
JIOrMY4eCcKON YCTOMYMBOCTU, CKOpee MnpumeT 00-
LecTBO 6e3 pocTa unu gaxe «C obpaTHbIM POC-
TOM» 1 O0OBbABUT NPOCTON 06pas XMU3HU eOuHCT-
BEHHbIM BbIXO0M 13 3TON TPUEMMbI.

B 1O Bpems kak OOMbLINMHCTBO CMNeuuannucToB
Nno 9KOHOMMKE MNPUPOAONOSb30BAHNS 3aHMMaIOT
CTOPOHY «3KO-3(PPEKTUBHOIO Kanmtaamamar, cne-
LManmMCcTbl MO 3KOJIOMMYEeCKOM 3KOHOMUKe Oonee
pPacnosioXeHbl K «KpaCcHO-3e/IeHOMY MlaHeTapua-
My». M BCe xe rnobanbHo 3agaqei ans Bcex Aos-
XEeH CTaTb NMOUCK pPeLleHuin, MakCUMasibHO Y4YnTbl-
BalOLLMX BCE TpU yrna. ITo 3agaya, npexae Bcero,
0151 3KOJI0TMYECKOM 3KOHOMUKMU.

THE GLOBAL ETHICAL TRILEMMA

Jan Otto Andersson

Department of Economics, Abo Akademi University, Finland

Ecological economics arose from the need to
confront a challenge that humankind had not
experienced before. We are now living in a world
economy the destiny of which we all share. While
producing prosperity on a scale never conceived of
before, we have been forced to admit that the
threats to the life supporting ecological systems
are accumulating at an unprecedented speed. The
clash between the economic and the ecological
systems has become and elementary fact, not only
locally but globally. The need for an approach that
can tackle this dilemma in a straightforward way is
obvious.

Looking at the ecological problems from a global
perspective we cannot abstract from the glaring
inequalities between peoples. Some earn and
consume much more than others and the question
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of how to tackle the ecological challenges therefore
had to be linked to the question of how to achieve a
more just distribution of the economic opportunities.
Ecological economics had to place global equity on
its agenda - a task that made it even more
demanding, scientifically as well as politically.

The need for integrating justice into the analysis
of the interaction between economy and ecology
had become obvious already soon after the
publication of the path breaking report Limits to
Growth in 1972. The message of this Club of Rome
publication was that if mankind continued to
expand its population and consumption as it had
until then it was heading for grave ecological
catastrophes in the 21st century. There were
physical limits to growth and the only way to avoid a
catastrophic future was through the reduction of



population growth and the stabilization of industrial
production. For many this implied not only a stop to
population growth in the poor South, but also
reducing industrial growth everywhere.

A group of Latin American researchers wrote a
counter-report, Catastrophe and New Society. A
Latin American World Model (1976), arguing that the
majority of humankind already was living in a state of
misery, and that for them the crisis was already here.
Therefore, economic growth had to be speeded up in
the South. The inequities of the world could not be
maintained while trying to avoid a future catastrophe
that would bring the crisis also to the North.

The Latin American world model - also called
the Bariloche-model - pointed to a global ethical
trilemma. There are three goals that most of
humankind subscribes to — prosperity, justice and
sustainability — but to combine the three goals on
the global level is a challenge that is hard to
confront. Let us discuss this global ethical trilemma
with the help of the following figure.

THE GLOBAL ETHICAL TRILEMMA
Pick two — ignore the third

Mass consumption
Prosperity

Global Eco-

social- efficient
democracy capitalism
Global Ecological
justice sustainability

Red-green planetarism

The corners of the triangle correspond to the three
components often included in the definitions of
sustainable development: the ecological, the
economic and the social dimensions. The difficulty to
achieve all three on a global level is an enormous
challenge for all who see sustainable development as
the central political goal of our age. Itis this challenge
that makes ecological economics so fascinating.

Let us start by looking at each corner separately.
We shall then continue to analyse the three sides,
each representing an important ideological stance
in the world of today.

PROSPERITY
Let us take a step back to the “Golden Age” of

the 1950s and 1960s. The mood of that time was
characterized by the belief in economic growth and
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mass consumption. A most influential book was
written by the American economist and political
theorist Walt Whitman Rostow. The Stages of
Economic Growth: A non-communist manifesto
(1960) became a classic text in several fields of
social sciences.

According to Rostow’s stage theory the mass
consumption society constitutes the end goal of
humanity. Through a “take off into self-sustained
growth” each country can startaprocess of economic
growth that will bring it to the final stage — that of a
mature mass consumption society. They canbecome
as prosperous, democratic and bored as the United
States already had become. When Rostow wrote his
book only the US had achieved this fifth stage — “the
age of high mass-consumption”. Western Europe
and Japan were on the verge of achieving it, and
Soviet Union was, according to Rostow, engaged in
an unhappy love affair with it. Thisis how he described
the mature mass consumption society: “The
emergence of the welfare state is one manifestation
of a society’s moving beyond technical maturity; but
itis also at this stage that resources tend increasingly
to be directed to the production of consumer’s
durables and to the diffusion of services on a mass
basis... Historically... the decisive element has been
the cheap mass automobile with its revolutionary
effects — social as well as economic — on the life and
expectations of society” (Rostow, 1960, p. 11).

According to the Rostowian world view it is
possible for all nations to achieve the stage of mature
mass consumption. Like airplanes one after the other
they could take off into self-sustained growth. This
they could do through imports of ideas and capital
and by taking part in the international division of
labour. The rich countries were the natural allies — not
obstacles — for the poor in their efforts to develop.

However, in line with the mood of his time,
Rostow did not treat problems related to the
environment or the limits to growth. For him exports
of raw materials were the natural starting point for
acquiring the means to develop.

The spirit of the that age, which later has been
called “the Golden Age”, “fordism” and “the age of
oil, cars and mass consumption”, was severely
damaged during the 1970s, but still “the American
way of life” is a much desired goal all over the world.
By means of globalization and new technological
advances all nations are striving to enhance their
prosperity. Economic growth is still the standard for
success globally.

JUSTICE
The quest for justice is shared by all ethical

doctrines. However, some doctrines are less
inclusive than others. Today, probably for the first



time in history, the concern for justice has, however,
been extended to all of humankind, not only to
those of the same nationality or religion. The human
rights declaration adapted by the United Nations in
1948 marks the break through of the quest for
global justice, although it still was seen as the duty
of every member state to secure these rights to all
its citizens. The international community, through a
myriad of international organizations, has gradually
accepted the role as the defender of universal
human rights and justice on a global level.

One way of trying to formulate what justice
means is to use the concept of capability — to be or
to do what you value — and to link it to sufficiency,
universality and sustainability.

Aregime will be deemed just if and to the degree
that it promotes harmonization of capabilities to
achieve functionings at a level that is sufficient,
universally attainable and sustainable (DeMartino,
p. 144).

Global justice means that the desired level can
be achieved everywhere, and that it can be
maintained. It therefore has both an international
and an intergenerational aspect.

People’s capabilities to live a worthy life depend
on society as a whole - institutions, culture, and
respect for others. We can even say that today our
individual capabilities are formed by a global
system — economically, culturally and ecologically.
There may be just societies in a world that is deeply
unjust.

Since we live in a world where money can buy
almost anything anywhere, the distribution of
incomes is one central indicator of how just or
unjust the world has become. In the last 200 years
the income differences between the continents has
grown outrageously. At the beginning of the 19
century incomes per capita were three times higher
in Western Europe than in Africa. Today the gap
between North America and Africa has grown to 20
to 1 (Maddison, 2001).

ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY

The term sustainability has its roots in ecology
as the ability of an ecosystem to maintain ecological
processes, functions, biodiversity and productivity
in the future. To be sustainable, nature’s resources
must only be used at a rate at which they can be
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replenished naturally. There is now clear evidence
that humanity is living unsustainably by consuming
the Earth’s limited natural resources more rapidly
than they are being replaced by nature.
Consequently sustainability has come to mean a
call for action, for a collective human effort to keep
human use of natural resources within the Earth’s
finite resource limits.

We will see that there are many definitions and
measures of sustainability, but the aim of attending
sustainability has become a fundamental value
comparable to liberty or justice.

PICK TWO - IGNORE THE THIRD

The ethical trilemma derives from the difficulty
to achieve all three goals simultaneously. It is
relatively easy to pick one of the corners and to find
out what would be required to achieve that specific
goal. You can read books on how to promote
economic growth, how to reduce inequities or how
to avoid environmental degradation, but it is much
harder to find works that treat all three — even just
two — of the goals at the same time.

Those reports and books that treat two of the
problems often only make slight lip service to the
third. A “global social democrat” tries to find ways
to achieve a “fair globalization”, in which economic
growth is maintained, but in such a way that the
poor nations can grow faster than the rich. Those in
favour of an “eco-efficient capitalism” wants to
create property rights and markets for as many
environmental services as possible — to put the
right price on the environment — but how are the
already poor goingto pay more forallthe necessities
of life — food, water, transport? The “red-green”
countercurrent that strives for both justice and
ecological sustainability is prone to accepta society
with no further growth or even “degrowth” and to
extol a simple way of life as the only way out of the
trilemma.

Whereas most environmental economists are
situated on the side of “eco-efficient capitalism”
ecological economists tend to have a penchant
towards “red-green planetarism”. However, the big
task for all is to find solutions that as much as
possible take all three corners into account. This is
a challenge especially for ecological economics,
and that is one reason for us to write this textbook.





