BA30BbIN 0X0[4 C 9KOJIOFTMYECKON TOYKU 3PEHUSA

AH OTTO AHOEpPCCOH

OtaeneHve akoHOMUKK, YHnBepcutetT A6o Akaaemu, PuHASHANS

CBs3b Mexay CTPEMJIEHMEM K 9KONOrMyeckom
YCTOMYMBOCTU U 6a30BbIM [0XOA0M OTHIOOb He
TpuBmanbHa. XoTs GONbLIMHCTBO «3e/lIeHblX» 6na-
FOCK/IOHHO OTHOCATCS K ©e3yCclIoBHbIM YHUBEp-
canbHbIM AOTAUUAM, aprymeHTaums Ans COBMe-
LLEHNS1 3KOJIOrMYEeCcKMX acnekToB 1 6a3oBoro Ao-
xona npopaboTaHa HeOOCTaTOYHO TLIATENbHO.
VIHTYUTMBHO OLLyLLIAeTCs MNPOTUBOPEYNE Mexay
NoALEPXKOM Maen aoctaTto4yHoro 6e3yCrioBHOro
©a30BOro Aoxoaa u TpedoBaHMEM 3KOJIOrMYecKu
NPMeMNIEMOr0 VCMOb30BaHMUSA PECYPCOB Hallen
okpyxawulen cpenbl. HaCcKoNbKO Cepbe3HO 3TO
npotneopeyne? MoxHo nu ero npeogonetb? Ka-
Kas cxema obecredeHns 6a3oBoro goxoaa oyoet
oTBevaTb TPeboBaHMSIM 3KOJIOMMYECKOW YCTORUN-
BOCTN?

CTOpOHHMKN naev 6a3oBoOro O4oxoaa BblaBura-
0T ABa apryMeHTa, CBSA3AHHbIE C 3aHATOCTbIO Ha-
ceneHna n akonormen. lNepebii Macut, 4To, Nony-
Yyas OOCTaTO4YHbIM 0a30BbIM O0X0Md, JoAXM CMOryT
BECTU LIEHHYIO 1 TBOPYECKYIO XN3Hb, AaXe HE UMest
paboTbl. Toraa obLLecTBY He NPUAETCS pa3BuBaTb
9KOHOMUWKY MPOCTO A Toro, 4tobbl o6ecneynTb
[0CTaToO4YHOE KONMYecTBO paboymx MecT. [ockorb-
Ky N1 yO0BNIETBOPEHUS MaTepuasbHbIX NOTPebHOo-
cTe noae 3KOHOMUYECKNi PocT OosblLLe He Tpe-
OyeTcsl, OCHOBHbLIM MOBOAOM [J1s1 NPOAOSIKAKoLLE-
rocsi pocta cTano obecrneyeHne nosHoOM 3aHATOCTH
HaceneHuns. YToObl pasbuTb 3Ty «MOPOYHYIO CBA3b»
MexXay POCTOM M 6e30MacHOCTbIO, U HYXXEH rpax-
OaHCKuIA oknag, unv 6a3oBbin aoxon, (b).

BTopoi aprymMeHT coctouT B TOM, 4TO B/ gacTt
BO3MOXHOCTb COKpPaTUTb paboyne yYacbl 1 BbIOU-
paTb HOBbI 06pa3s XW3HW, pas3pyLUmB, TakuM 06-
pPa3oM, rereMOHUI0 NPOAYKTUBM3MA U KOHCYyMe-
puama. Oba 3TK aprymeHTta OblIN BbIABUHYTHI B
70-e rr. npownoro Beka lN'yHHapom Agnep-Kapnc-
COHOM B paboTe Tankar om den fulla sysselséttning
(PasmblLWIeHMs 0 NOAHOM 3aHATOCTU) U B AATCKOM
oecTcennepe Revolt from the Center (BocctaHue
13 ueHtpa). OgHako 3T HebeccropHbie PadoThl
npegnonararnT Haauyne HeKanuTaanCTUYecKoro,
[eMOoKpaTUYeckn opraHn3oBaHHOro obLlecTsa, B
KOTOPOM KaxAbl OOJ/IKEH BHOCUTb CBOM — MyCTb
HebOoNbLIOM — BKN1aA B COLMaNIbHO 3HAYUMBIN TRy,

B cBoem TpakTtate Real Freedom for All (Ha-
cToswas ceobona ans scex) Gununn Bax Mapwuiic
nns obocHoBaHusa B/l He ncnonb3yeT apryMeHThl,
CBs3aHHble ¢ akonoruern. OH paccMmaTpuBaeT yC-
TOMNYMBOCTb CXeMbl 6a30BOr0 [0X0Aa C TOYKM 3pe-
HUS TEXHOJIOMMYECKOro nporpecca M HakonaeHus
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MaTepunanbHOro 1 4YesIOBE4ECKOro Kanutana, He-
obxoaMMBbIX Ons HerTpanm3aunmn apdexkTa «Hem3-
6eXHOro NCTOLWEHWS NPUPOOHbLIX PECYpPCOoB». Ta-
KUM 06pas3om, OH NMpUHUMAaET naeto cnabon aKo-
JIOrM4ecKom yCTOMYMBOCTU N UCXOAUT U3 TOr0, YTO
06a30BbIi 0OXOA, CO30ACT AOMOJIHUTENbHY Ha-
rpy3Ky Kak Ha 3KOHOMMUKY, TaK 1 Ha 3kosnoruio. Lie-
HOM HacTosAwWwen cBoOOabl O/ BCEX, BO3MOXHO,
CTaHeT MeHbLUast 3K0JIornyeckas yCTom4meocCTb.

MHorpa npepnaranocb — 1 310 6GbIN10 OTYACTU
peann3oBaHo Ha Ansicke — puHaHcupoBaTb 6a30-
Bbll OXO[, 3a CYET NMPUPOLHON PEHTLI, HAaNpUMep
Ha 0o6blby HedTU. OgHako Takas dpopma dUHaH-
CMPOBaHNSA HEOLHO3HA4YHA C 9KOJ1I0MrMYECKOM TOUKN
3peHus, NOCKOJbKY Ntoan OyayT Hanpsamyo 3aBu-
CeTb OT NOTOKa A0XOA0B, MPUHOCUMbIX OEATENb-
HOCTbIO, BbI3blBAOLLLEN CEPbE3HbIE 3KOSIOrMYECKNE
npobnembl. CTpemneHne K peanbHon cBoboade
BMOJIHE MOXET NPUBECTU K eLle 60JbLIeMy 3KOJ10-
rmyeckomy cneny.

VcxoaHbIM aprymMeHToM B NoJib3y 6a30BOro A0-
X0[4a, NpeasioxXeHHbIM eLle Tomacom MNeinHoMm, Obin
0eduunT 3eMesibHbIX PeCYPCOB, U NOCKOJIbKY UC-
yessia BO3MOXHOCTb BbIAENUTb KaXAOMy O0CTa-
TOYHbIN Y4ACTOK MJI0AOPOAHON 3eMNU OJ1F XU3HU,
HY>XHO, BMECTO 3TOro, BblAENATb HEKNIA OA30BbIN
noxopf. NopobHas xe apryMeHTaums npueoaunach
M B rnocriefHee BPEMSs, HO B CBSA3U C AedULNTOM
npunmyHon paboTbl. BaH Mapwuitic paccmatpusaeT
[OCTOVHYI0 paboTy Kak HEKUI pecypc v npegnara-
eT nepepacnpenenstb «PeHTy 3aHATOCTU>» 4Yepes
cxembl Bl. O6a aTK nNoagxoma — dTO MOMbITKA UC-
npaBnTb HECNpPaBen/IMBOCTb, BO3HUKAIOLLYIO U3-
3a geduumTa xenaemoro pecypca, Ho OHU He UC-
NOJSIb3YIOT apryMeHThbl, CBA3aHHbIE C 3KOJIornye-
CKOW yCcTOn4YMBOCTbIO. KOHEYHO, npu HepocTaTke
MIOAOPOAHBIX 3eMeflb UM OOCTOMHbIX pPabounx
MECT HY>XHO MOMbITATbCSH YBENNYUTDb UX NPEaSIOXe-
HMe, HO 3TO BMOJIHE MOXET MPUBECTU K YCUSIEHHON
aKcnayartaumm npUpoaHbIX PECYPCOB.

Mpwn atom, pasd geduunt 3emnn unm paboymx
MECT BO3HUKAET U3-3a 3KOJIOMMYECKUX NMpeaenos,
MO>XHO CAEeNaTb BbIBOA, YTO YeM BJiKe Mbl NOOXO0-
OVM K 9TUM npegenam, Tem 6onee onpaBaaHHbIM
CTaHOBUTCH BBeAeHWe ©6a30BOro pnoxopa, Mo-
CKOMbKY Mbl HE MOXeM 00ecneynTb JoAsM BO3-
MOXHOCTb MOJly4uMTb Ooxoh, paboTas Ha 3emne
nnn no Hanmmy. KopeHb xe npobnemsbl 6yanet 3a-
KJ1104aTbCA B NepeHaceieHnn, U HaMm npuaeTcs 3a-
naTb cebe HenpuaATHbIA BONPOC: Kak 6a30BbI O0-
XOZ[, MOBAVSIET HA POCT HAceneHnsa?



lepmaH Oannu — oanH U3 rMaBHbIX MOOOPHUKOB
CTaUMOHAPHOW 39KOHOMWKM U MUOHEP 3KOJornye-
CKOM 3KOHOMWKM — OTCTamBan BBEOEHWE MUHU-
MaJibHOro AoxoAa B popMe OTpPULATENIbHOIO Haso-
ra Ha Joxofbl, a Takke Npoasuran naeko orpaHuye-
HUS pa3Mepa COCTOSIHUSA 1 A0X0A0B. N MUHUMarb-
Hble, 1 MakCUMasibHble TPeOOoBaHMsS OH apryMeHTU-
poBas coobpaxeHsM1 paBeHCTBa U COOOLLLECTBA,
HO A0BOAOM B MOJb3y BBEAEHUS MaKCUMaslbHOro
npegena crana eue U HeobxoAMMOCTb YCTPAHUTb
NoTPebHOCTb B PACLUMPEHUUN SKOHOMUKM. «[lo-
CKOJIbKY HaM OO0JibLLIE HE HY>XXHO OyneT 3ab0TUTbCS
0 POCTe, Ha Hac yXe He byaeT Tak AaBuUTb Npobne-
ma moTtmsauum» (Daly, Cobb, 1989; Daly, 1992).

MHCTPYMEHTOM [OOCTUXEHUSI 3KOJIOrMYEeCKOWN
YCTONYMBOCTU SIBASILOTCS Hanoru, BBOAMMbIE OS]
COKpALLLEHNS1 3arpsiBHEHUST U YPE3MEPHOro Wc-
Nnosb30BaHUs MPUPOOHbLIX pecypcoB. OgHako B
MUPE C BbICOKMM YPOBHEM HepaBeHCTBA Takume
aKoJsiormyeckme Hasnorm n3baeBaT GoraTbiX OT UX
3KCTpaBaraHTHOro obpasa Xn3Hu, a 6egHble, BO3-
MOXHO, He cMoryT cebe no3BonuUTb gaxe camoe
HeobxoaMMoe: BOAY, MuLLy, HOpPMaJlbHOE XWUibe,
NoBCeAHEBHbLIN NMpoesn,. YacTto roBoputcs 0 ToMm,
YTO «3€eJIEHbIE» HANNOMM Ha40 BBOOUTb, YTOObI Yyy-
LUNTb 3KOJIOrMyeckyto 006CTaHOBKY. B0O3MOXHO,
Jlydlle paBHOMEPHO AENUTb OOX04 MeXAy TeMMU,
Ha KOM OTpaXkaeTcs pacTyLlast CTOMMOCTb XU3HW.
Te, KTO NOTPEONSET NN 3arpsa3HSET Bbllle Cpes-
Hero, AOJIXHbI N1aTUTb 6osbLUE, a Te, KTO NoTpeob-
NSEeT N 3arpsa3HaeT MeHblLEe, OKaXYTCS B BbIUIPbI-
we. Tak Kak Mepbl, NPUHUMAEMbIE OJ1S peLleHuns
39KOJIOrMYecknx npobsiemM, He OOSKHbI YyrpoXaTb
XN3HU BefHbIX N YA3BUMbIX CIIOEB HACENEHMS, Bbl-
COKMEe 9KONOrn4yeckme Hanoru 6yaoyt MopasnbHO U
NOSIUTUYECKM NPUEMSIEMBIMWN TOJIbKO B COYETAHUMN
C KOMMEHCaUMOHHbIMK Bbinfatamm 6a30BOro Ao-
xopa. PelweHne, noseonsiouiee OOHOBPEMEHHO
COKpPaTUTb Ype3mMepHoe NoTpedieHne 1 yiyyllnTb
XXM3HEHHbIE BO3MOXHOCTW OefHbIX, Nydlle, Y4em
cxema, HanpaBfieHHas TOJIbKO Ha nepepacnpene-
JIEHNE NN TOJIbKO Ha 3KO-3(PPEKTUBHOCTb, 6e3
yyeTa crnpaBenIMBOCTY pacnpenenenus.

Cxoxytlo apryMeHTauuio HeflaBHO NpeacTaBusl
Mapuennyc SHaptoc. AHanm3npys cyap0y 6eaHbix
B CcBA3M C katacTpodon B HoBom OpneaHe, C yye-
TOM TOr0, Y4TO B CTpaHax ¢ nmbepanbHOn aeMokpa-
Tnen BCe XNU3HN MMEIOT PaBHYIO LIEHHOCTb, OH o-
BOPUT O TOM, 4YTO BCE YJieHbl 0OLECTBA AOCTOMHbI
3alUUTbl OT 9KCTPEMasibHbIX MOrOAHbIX PUCKOB.
CnocobcTBoBaTb COOJMIOAEHNIO 3TOro YHUBEP-
cafibHOro npaBa Ha 3almTy OOJIKHO BblOeneHue
BCEM ONPeeNeHHoro aoxoaa, Mo3BONSOWEro
NoAsaM CrpaBisTbCa C KNMMaTUYECKMMK BbI30OBa-
M. OH nogaepXxvBaeT naeo nepenadn Bbipyyku
OT OTYUCINIEHNIA 3a BbIOPOCHI MAPHUKOBLIX ra3oB
ceMbaM. OTuncneHust 3a BbIOPOCHI NMAPHMKOBbIX
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ra3oB kak TakOBble NPencTaBnsoT coboi perpec-
CMBHbIV Haor, a nepeagpecauns aToro Hanora rno
cxeme 6a30BOro goxoda caesnaeT ero nporpec-
CUBHbIM 1, BO3MOXHO, MOBbLICUT peasibHble J0X0Obl
6onblumMHcTBa HaceneHus (Andrews, 2008).

PaBHOe BbloeneHne nepeyctynaemMbix rnpaB Ha
NCMOSb30BaHME WCTOLLAEMbIX MU BbI3bIBAOLLINX
3arpsi3HeHne pecypcoB — HanpuMep, Tonnea, Bo-
Obl, PbIOHbIX 3aMacoB UM KOCMOCa — HanoMmMHaeT
cxemy BJl, puHaHCMpyeMyto 9KOAOrMYECKMMN Ha-
noramu. Ecnn takme npaea 0yayT BblOAENSATbCSA Ha
OCHOBE pPaBEeHCTBAa, TO Te, KTO NoTpebnsieT MeHb-
e, CMOryT MOBbICUTb CBOM O0X0A4bl, NpoAaBas
4acTb CBOMX NpaB TeM, KTO rOTOB MiaTuTb 3a npa-
BO NOTPeb/1aTb 6onbLue.

Takmm 06pa3oM, CyLLLEECTBYET HEKOE PAaBEHCTBO
Mexay 6a30BbIM 40X0A0M, PUHAHCUPYEMbIM 3KO-
JNIOrMYeCcKMMM HanoraMmm, 1 pacnpeaenieHnem paB-
HbIX, NMepeycTynaemMblXx NpaB Ha MCMOJib30BaHNE
MCTOLLAEMbIX PECYPCOB OKpyXatollen cpeabl. B
nepBoM csiydae 0e3yCNIOBHbI AEHEXHbIN [00X0n,
MO>HO UCMNOJIb30BaTb B KAYECTBE KOMMNeHcauum 3a
6onee poporue ToBapbl NOTPebeHns1, 4ToObl 40C-
Tnyb Gosiee cnpaBenIMBOro pacnpeneneHus. Bo
BTOPOM MepeycTynaemMoe npaBo Ha OnpeaesieH-
Hbleé PeCYpPCbl MOXHO MCMNOJIb30BaTh, YTOObI Yyy4-
LUNTb Y4aCTb T€X, KOMY NPUAETCS (MU KTO «MOXET
cebe No3BONTb») NOTPEOIATb MeHbLUE. ITK ne-
peycTynaemMble npaBa CTaHyT 9KBUBAJIEHTOM Me-
peycTynaemMoro HatypanabHoro 6a3oBoro noxona,
HO ByayT 6nrxe K AeHexXHOMY 6a30BOMY 40X04y,
4yeM K HaTypanbHOMY 6a30BOMY Aoxoay 6e3 npasa
nepeycTynku.

lfepman Jannm Takke nognepXmean BblABUHY-
Tyto BnepBble KeHHeToM BoynanHrom naeto pono-
BbIX CepTUOUKATOB C NpaBoM nepeycTynku. O0b-
eM 1 pacnpegefieHne npaB Ha PoXAeHue aeten
OOJIKHbI ONpenensTbCs CooOLEeCTBOM, YTOObI 3a-
TEM 3TO NPaBO MOXHO Obl0 Bbl NPOAATL/KYMUTb
Ha cBoboaHOM pbiHke (Daly, 1992). 3to npeano-
XEeHMe HarnpsMyl CBSAI3aHO C 9KOJIOMMYECKON YC-
TONYMBOCTbIO. M BCE XK€ OCYLLLECTBUTb €ro A0BOJb-
HO CNTOXHO, Tak kak 6egHble ceMbh 00bIYHO BOJIb-
e, 4yem b6oraTble. Ero nerye 6yaneTt NnpuHATL B 00-
LecTBe, rae Ooxoabl pacnpeneneHsbl 6osee pas-
HOMEpPHO, YeM B COBPEMEHHOM Mupe. [MoaTomy
OHO [OOJIKHO peann30BbIBaTbCS B COYETAHUU C
BBeAEeHMeM 0a30BOro goxopa Ajis BCEX, YTOObl
NoasaM He Npuxoausiochk nNpogaBaTb CBOE MpaBo
MMeTb OeTel NpoCcTo ASis TOro, 4Ytobbl npoaep-
XaTbCs B 9KOHOMUYECKOM MJiaHe.

ELLle oanH CNOXHbBIA BOMPOC 4SS TeX, KTO NOoA-
nepxveaeT naeto 6a30BOro Aoxo4a: Kak perynu-
poBaTb Murpauunio? Ecnn 6e3ycnoBHbIN U aocTa-
TOYHbIM ooxon 6yneT BBedeH B HECKOJSIbKMX Bora-
TbIX CTPaHax, UMMUrpauus B HUX, BEPOSITHO, yBe-
nnuntcsa. ockonbky o06pa3 Xu3Hm B OoraTbix



CTpaHax npeanonaraeTt O0MbLUMIA SKONOrMYECKNA
cnep Ha ayuly HaceneHus, Murpauus Bbl3oBeT yBe-
Nn4yeHne BO3OENCTBMS Ha OKPYXaloLlylo cpeay B
rnobanbHOM MacliTabe. MoOXHO HagesATbCs, 4TO
MUrpaums yNydlnT YCIOBUS XWU3HWM B OedHbIX
CTpaHax M 4TO 3KOJIOrMYEeCKMe HapyLLEHWS, Bbi3bl-
BaemMble 6eJHOCTbIO 1 C/INLLIKOM BbICOKOW poXaae-
MOCTbI0, cokpaTaTcd. OgHako Takom Noaxon, CNnox-
HO O0OOCHOBaTb, @ 3HA4YMUT, MOXHO BbICTynaTb B
noaaepXxky BBeAeHns 6a30BOro Aoxoaa ToJIbko No
BCEMY MUPY, a He B OTAESbHbIX 1 6€3 Toro 6orartbix
cTpaHax. Ecnu gymatb 0 rnobanbHoln akosornye-
CKOM YCTOMYMBOCTM, 0OOOCHOBaTb 0€e3YyC/IOBHbIN
06a30Bbll 00X04, TPYAHEE, HO OAHOBPEMEHHO, Kak
[0Ka3blBaeT B CBOElM HedaBHO OnybnnMKOBaHHOWM
KHUre 3puk KpucTteHceH, atuyeckn Gonee npu-
BnekartenbHo. Moes aKonormyeckom yCTon4msocTm
MOXET CTaTb KJII0YOM K BCECTOPOHHEMY OOOCHO-
BaHWIO BBeAEHMs 6e3ycnioBHOro 6a3oBoro goxona
Ha BCEW NnaHeTe.

KpucTteHceH BbloensieT yYeTblpe YPOBHSA apry-
MEHTOB B N0JiIb3y 6a30BOro oxona:

1) Victopus o rnobanbHOM YyCTOMYMBOCTU U XO-
POLLIEN XN3HU OS1 BCEX, YTO Noapa3ymeBaeT paB-
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BASIC INCOME FROM AN ECOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
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Department of Economics, Abo Akademi University, Finland

The links between the quest for ecological
sustainability and basic income are by no means
trivial. Although most Greens have been favorable
towards an unconditional universal grant, the
arguments for linking ecological concerns and
basic income have not been worked out carefully.
Intuitively there is a contradiction between soliciting
an adequate unconditional basic income and
asking for an ecologically acceptable use of our
environmental resources. How serious is this
contradiction? Can it be overcome? What kind of
basic income scheme would be consistent with
ecological sustainability?

There are two arguments related to jobs and
ecology that have been advanced by supporters of
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a basic income. According to the first, people, even
if unemployed, can lead a valuable and creative life
if they receive an adequate basic income. Then
society would not be pressured to boost the
economy just in order to guarantee an appropriate
supply of jobs. Since economic growth is no longer
needed to satisfy people’s material needs the most
prominent reason for continued growth has
become full employment. In order to break this
unholy link between growth and security a citizen’s
wage or Bl is needed.

The second argument stresses the enhanced
freedom a Bl would bring to reduce working hours
and to choose new lifestyles, thus breaking with the
prevalent productivist and consumerist hegemony.



Both arguments were put forward in the 1970s by
Gunnar Adler-Karlsson in Tankar om den fulla
sysselséattning (Thoughts on Full Employment) and
by the Danish bestseller Revolt from the Center.
However, these provocative texts presupposed a
non-capitalist democratically organized society in
which all had to contribute their — rather small -
share of socially necessary labor.

In his treatise Real Freedom for All, Philippe van
Parijs does not use ecologically related arguments
in favor of a Bl. He ponders the sustainability of a
basic income scheme in terms of technological
progress and the accumulation of physical and
human capital, necessary to neutralize the effects
of “the unavoidable depletion of natural resources”.
That is, he accepts the idea of weak ecological
sustainability, and implies that a basic income will
impose a heavier burden both on the economy, and
on the ecology. The price of real freedom for all
might be less ecological sustainability.

It has sometimes been suggested — and it has
been partly implemented in Alaska — that a basic
income could be financed out of rents from the
extraction of natural resources such as oil. This
form of financing, however, would be dubious from
an ecological point of view, since people would
become more directly dependent on an income
stream that from an ecological point of view is
highly problematic. The quest for real freedom
could easily lead to an even heavier ecological
footprint.

An early argument for a basic income, presented
already by Thomas Paine, was that since land had
become scarce, and since it no longer was possible
to stake out a proper piece of cropland for everyone
to live on, some kind of basic income should be
given instead. A similar line of argument has been
advanced more recently, but not in terms scarcity
of land, but in terms of scarcity of decent jobs. Van
Parijs treats decent jobs as assets, and suggests
that employment rents should be redistributed
through a Bl-scheme. Both arguments are trying to
make up for an injustice stemming from the scarcity
of a desirable asset, but they do not use arguments
related to ecological sustainability. If there is a
scarcity of arable land or decent jobs, we should of
course try to expand the supply, but this could
easily increase the exploitation of natural resources.

However, if the scarcity of land or jobs stems
from ecological limits, then we could draw the
conclusion that the closer we get to these limits the
more justified would a basic income become, since
we are not able to let people earn their necessary
income through farming or wage labor. The root of
the problem, however, would be overpopulation
and we would have to ask the awkward question:
How will a basic income affect population growth?
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Herman E. Daly - a leading proponent for
steady-state economics and a pioneer of ecological
economics — has championed a minimum income
in the form a negative income tax, and also
advanced the idea of a maximum limit on both
wealth and income. His arguments for both a
minimum and a maximum were advanced in terms
of equity and community, but the maximum limit
was also supported by the need to curb the urge to
expand the economy. “Since we would no longer
be anxious to grow, the whole question of incentives
would be less pressing” (Daly, Cobb, 1989; Daly
1992).

An instrument for achieving ecological
sustainability is taxes introduced to curb pollution
and the overuse of natural resources. In a very
unequal world such ecological taxes will, however,
absolve the rich from their extravagant life styles,
whereas poor people may not be able to afford
even the necessities of life: water, food, decent
habitation, and daily transports. Often the argument
is put forward, that green taxes should be used to
improve the environment. A probably better way
would be to share this income equally between
those who are affected by the rising living costs.
Those who consume or pollute more than the
average would pay more, whereas those who
consume and pollute less would be better off.
Since the lives of the poor and vulnerable should
not be threatened by measures taken to deal with
environmental problems, high ecological taxes
would be morally and politically acceptable only if
combined with a compensating basic income
transfer. A solution that curbs excessive
consumption patterns and enhances the life
chances of the poor at the same time, is superior to
a scheme that either is purely redistributive or
purely eco-efficient without regard to distributive
justice.

A similar argument was recently presented by
Marcellus Andrews. Analyzing the fate of the poor
in the New Orleans catastrophe, and considering
that in liberal democratic societies all lives are of
equal value, he finds that all members of society
are worthy of equal protection against extreme
weather risks. This universal right to protection
would be enhanced by giving all a certain income
so that they could cope with climate risks. He
supports the idea to recycle the revenues from
greenhouse-gas pricing to families. GHG-pricing
per se would be a regressive tax, whereas a basic-
income type recycling of the tax would make it
progressive, and probably boost the real incomes
of a majority of the population (Andrews, 2008).

An equal allocation of transferable rights to use
scarce or polluting resources - e.g. fuels, water,
fish, or space - would resemble a Bl-scheme



financed by green taxes. If such rights were
allocated on an equal basis, those who consume
less would be able to improve their incomes by
selling some of their rights to those who are
prepared to pay in order to consume more.

Thus, there is a sort of equivalence between a
basic income financed by green taxes and the
distribution of equal and transferable rights to use
scarce environmental resources. In the first case
an unconditional money income could be used to
compensate for more costly consumption goods in
a way that can improve distributive justice. In the
second a transferable right to certain resources
could be used to improve the lot of those who must
(or can “afford” to) consume less. These
transferable rights would be the equivalent of a
transferable basic income in kind, but they would
be closer to a money basic income than to a non-
transferable basic income in kind.

Herman E. Daly has also supported the idea -
first put forward by Kenneth Boulding - of
transferable birth licenses. The scale and
distribution of the rights to bear children should
be determined by the community, but these rights
could then be traded in the free market (Daly,
1992). This proposal is directly concerned with
ecological sustainability. It would, however, be
quite problematic since poor families are generally
larger than rich ones. It would be easier to accept
in a society were incomes are more equally
distributed than in the world today. Therefore, its
introduction should be linked to a basic income
for all so that people would not have to sell their
rights to have children just to get along
economically.

Another difficult topic for supporters of a basic
income is how to regulate migration. If an
unconditional and adequate income were to be
introduced in several rich countries it would
probably increase immigration. Since the way of
life in the rich countries requires a bigger per capita
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ecological footprint migration would imply a
stronger ecological impact on a world scale. One
could hope that migration can improve living
conditionsin the poor countries, and that ecological
degradation stemming from poverty, as well as too
high birth rates, would be reduced. However, this
argument is difficult to substantiate, and therefore
one can advance an argument in favor of a basic
income introduced globally rather than only in the
already rich countries. Thinking in terms of global
ecological sustainability makes arguing for an
unconditional basic income tougher, but at the
same time — as Erik Christensen arguesin arecently
published book - ethically more appealing. The
idea of ecological sustainability may act as a clue to
a comprehensive narrative in favor of an earth wide
unconditional basic income.

Christensen differentiates between four levels
in the argumentation for a basic income:

1) A global story about sustainability and a good
life for all, implying equal rights to incur ecological
footprints;

2) A great story about the development of
democracy, citizenship and the welfare state;

3) Acoupleofsmallstoriesaboutunemployment,
clientalisation, gender inequality etc;

4) A number of technical stories about the
simplification and rationalization of the system of
transfer payments.

He rather optimistically believes that these
narratives can strengthen each other, and that the
most encompassing the quest for global
sustainability and justice — gives the necessary
framework for the smaller and more technical
stories (Christensen, 2008).

I am not sure if Christensen is right. But without
a credible global story we may not be able to bring
about the needed radical changes on the national
level. This puts the relationship between ecology
and basic income at the center of the ethical
dilemmas and ideological challenges of today.
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