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The current status of ungulate populations in Karelia is discussed.
The population of one of the republic’s main game species — moose, is
steadily growing. Like before, its maximal numbers are recorded from
the south of the republic. The population of the taiga reindeer is close to
its minimum. The main reason for that is poaching. The subspecies’
distribution range has shrunk, and the herd size has decreased compared
to high abundance years. Measures need to be taken to effectively
protect taiga reindeer. Better landscape and climatic conditions for the
wild boar in the south of Karelia coupled with a more extensive
agricultural utilization of the territories predetermine higher abundance
of the species there. The number of roe deer visits in Karelia is
growing, presumably due to a rise in the species abundance in the areas
of its residence.
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The results of research into the genetic diversity of the moose
population in Karelia carried out using microsatellite analysis are
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